A

B Olivier van Meer is prominent
among the voung designers
tuming to the past for inspisation,
fueled by a demand from owners
for clipper-hbowed schooners and
vessels that echo those of the
great age of vachting, the 1930
This 52.42m (170f1) steel schooner
{above and right) is a case in
point. Destined for the 1op of the
chaer marker, De Witte Pelicaan
is the second vacht designed by
Van Meer for this client.
Preliminary design work on the
schooner was being carried out
even as his 28.15m (92f)
schooner Mandarine 1Twas
having its test sail (above right).
Clipper or spoon bowed, the Van
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{ Meer schooners exhibit many of
the same characreristics, having
traditional uppercvorks but with
an underbody thar owes much o
the latest design advances. In the
1 ! case of the larger vessel, a twin
1L \ centrebonrd svstem allows precise
1 Inlance fore and aft under a
combination of sails. Twin
homrds are not new, having
been fined to many of 5 =
| \ the Big Class, but the : ~ ’
{ \ \ patented hvdrmulic svs- -
r _ o temis all Van
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upr and { (18f Sin) down. Displacing 311
.062m tons, O Witte Peffceemn camies a
™ i sail aren of 1.600m¢ (17.000sqft)
: andl has accommodation for ten
guests and nine crew. Meanwhile
I Manderine VTis being prepared
for her charmer role in the
4 Caribbean and the Meditemanean. |
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